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	FEATURES LIST   
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	L'AFFAIRE FAREWELL 
FAREWELL

Christian Carion

2009 / 112 min.


	
	Based on the little-known true events that helped bring down the Soviet Union, Farewell tells the story of Sergei Grigoriev, a KGB colonel disillusioned with Communism under Brezhnev, who leaks highly classified documents to a French spy. Sergei faces the far-reaching consequences of espionage at home, where his wife condemns his perilous political activity and he clashes constantly with his West-obsessed teenage son, who is ignorant of his father’s political deception. 
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	BELLAMY 
INSPECTOR BELLAMY 
Claude Chabrol
2009 / 110 min.


	
	In the great French filmmaker Claude Chabrol’s final film, Gérard Depardieu plays Bellamy, a Parisian celebrity detective. Near retirement, Bellamy now approaches crime-solving as more of a hobby, but number of mysteries —involving an unidentified body in a car wreck, an insurance scam, and a treacherous mistress—grab his attention and a visit from his brother brings up a personal unsolved mystery that drives Bellamy to search for answers.
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	LA BELLE ENDORMIE 
THE SLEEPING BEAUTY
Catherine Breillat 
2010 / 82 min.


	
	The Sleeping Beauty provocatively deconstructs a classic fairytale, upending conventional ideas about sex and gender. In this retelling, six year-old Anastasia, cursed to sleep for 100 years, visits far-off lands in her slumber and renounces “the world of little girls.” She wakes up a teenager a century later and discovers carnal pleasures with both a man and a woman—as well as crushing heartbreak.
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	CARLOS

CARLOS

Olivier Assayas 
2010 / Long version (3 Parts): 332 min. - Short version: 165 min.


	
	Spanning 20 years and taking place in a dozen countries, Carlos presents an epic, immersive biopic of international terrorist Ilich Ramírez Sanchéz—better known by his nom de guerre, Carlos the Jackal. Fueled by equal parts Marxist-revolutionary fervor and boundless narcissism, Carlos starts as a soldier for the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine and soon embarks on assignments to London, the Hague, and Paris, killing, raiding, and exploding as the situation requires. 

	DATE
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	COPIE CONFORME 
CERTIFIED COPY 
Abbas Kiarostami 
2009 / 106 min.


	
	Playing with the question of what is fake versus what is authentic, Iranian master Abbas Kiarostami’s Certified Copy centers on the relationship between an English writer and an anonymous woman. Initially led to believe the two have just met, we are forced to reassess our understanding of the couple when they begin to act like spouses in the midst of a marital crisis.
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	DES DIEUX ET DES HOMMES 
Of GODS AND MEN
Xavier Beauvois

2010 / 120 min. 


	
	A sublime tale of faith and doubt based on a real incident, Of Gods and Men chronicles the story of eight French Trappist monks living in an impoverished Algerian village. When faced with threats of violence from fundamentalist terrorists and the Algerian military, the monks must decide whether to seek safety or risk their lives and stay with the local villagers who have come to trust them and rely on their aid. 
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	DEUX DE LA VAGUE 
TWO IN THE WAVE 

Emmanuel Laurent 

2009 / 93 min.



	
	The “two” in the title are François Truffaut and Jean-Luc Godard; the “wave” is the French New Wave, of which both men are the most renowned creators. Emmanuel Laurent’s employs an array of archival material to create this fascinating documentary which traces the rise and thorny fall of the friendship of these two legendary auteurs.
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	L'ENFER D'HENRI-GEORGES CLOUZOT 
HENRI-GEORGES CLOUZOT'S INFERNO

Serge Bromberg & Ruxandra Medrea 
2009 / 94 min.



	
	Henri-Georges Clouzot’s Inferno documents the ill-fated production of legendary director Clouzot’s visionary yet never-finished film Inferno. Supplementing footage from the original film with interviews with the surviving cast and crew, this documentary serves as a testament to the stunning experimental look of a doomed magnum opus. 

	DATE
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	HADEWIJCH 
HADEWIJCH 
Bruno Dumont 
2009 / 105 min.



	
	20-year-old Céline is expelled from a nunnery for her over-zealous faith and returns to the secular world where she meets rebellious teenager Yassine and his older brother, Nassir, whose religious fervour mirror’s Céline’s own. Hadewijch explores the relentless pursuit of faith in both Christianity and Islam—and what drives certain believers to acts of extreme violence.
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	LES HERBES FOLLES 
WILD GRASS
Alain Resnais
2008 / 104 min.



	
	This magnificently surreal romantic comedy from French master Alain Resnais follows the flights of fancy of Georges, a man in his mid-60s who, much to his wife’s displeasure, has become obsessed with a woman whose wallet he found. Resnais’ enigmatic portrait of Georges and his interest in an unknown woman reminds us that we all crave adventure at some point in our lives.
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	L'ILLUSIONISTE 
THE ILLUSIONIST
Sylvain Chomet 
2010 / 80 min.



	
	Chomet’s follow-up to 2003’s The Triplets of Belleville is another exquisitely animated film, based on an unproduced script by the French comic genius Jacques Tati, in which a struggling magician befriends Alice, a poor cleaning girl who follows him to Edinburgh. Although neither the magician nor his young charge speak each other’s language, The Illusionist beautifully shows the ways people understand each other nonverbally.
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	JOUEUSE 
QUEEN TO PLAY
Caroline Bottaro 
2008 / 96 min.


	
	Hélène, a dutiful, middle-aged wife and mother and hard-working maid at an exclusive resort in Corsica undergoes a powerful transformation when she discovers a love of chess. Fascinated after observing an amorous couple’s game as she changed the sheets in their room, Hélène teaches herself to play. In unlocking the intricacies of chess, Hélène revitalizes her life, which had previously been little more than mere routine. 
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	LOURDES

LOURDES

Jessica Hausner 

2009 / 99 min.


	
	In Lourdes, wheelchair-bound Christine, hoping for a miraculous cure of her multiple sclerosis, becomes the target of envy, doubt, and derision among her fellow travelers to the eponymous religious-pilgrimage site in southwestern France. Director Hausner refuses to cynically dismiss as trumped-up magical thinking the possibility that miracles can happen. But nor does she underestimate the simmering rage of those who feel entitled to God’s grace. 

	DATE
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	MADEMOISELLE CHAMBON
MADEMOISELLE CHAMBON

Stéphane Brizé

2008 / 101 min.


	
	Jean, a home-builder and devoted family man, begins to feel passionately toward Véronique, his young son’s teacher. Very little is said between Jean and Véronique; their yearning for each other is conveyed mainly through silences and stolen glances. That the actors playing these two unforgettable characters were once married only heightens the profound sense of longing, anguish, and sadness that ultimately consume Jean and Véronique. 
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	NÉNETTE 
NÉNETTE

Nicolas Philibert 

2009 / 67 min.


	
	In this unsentimental documentary, Nicolas Philibert asks that viewers ponder the listlessness of his titular subject, a large, morose Organgutan, who has impassively looked out at spectators from captivity nearly her entire life. Watching Nénette watch those who gape at her is an endlessly intriguing, multi-layered exercise in voyeurism.
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	NON MA FILLE TU N'IRAS PAS DANSER
MAKING PLANS FOR LENA
Christophe Honoré 
2009 / 109 min.


	
	In her mid-30s, Léna, a recently divorced mother, takes her two young children to her parents’ vacation home in Brittany. Actress Chiara Mastroianni delivers a multifaceted rendition of Léna’s emotional tribulations as she finds herself under attack from her siblings, mother and father and deals with the unexpected appearance of her ex-husband. 

	DATE
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	LE PÈRE DE MES ENFANTS
THE FATHER OF MY CHILDREN
Mia Hansen-Løve 
2009 / 110 min.


	
	Inspired by the life and death of French film producer Humbert Balsan, Hansen-Løve’s graceful movie follows the chaotic daily routine of Grégoire, whose production company, Moon Films, is near bankruptcy. Grégoire, completely overwhelmed, tries to hide his burdens from his wife and three daughters, whom he absolutely adores, consistently projecting a charming, sunny disposition. The Father of My Children is as precisely detailed in its depiction of the stress and bureaucracy of how movies get made as it is of the emotional fallout of incomprehensible loss.
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	POTICHE

POTICHE

François Ozon

2010 / 103 min.


	
	Potiche (which translates as “trophy wife”) stunningly recreates the world of the 1970s in telling the story of potiche Suzanne’s transformation from submissive housewife to intrepid leader. As Suzanne – wonderfully played by the reigning queen of French film Catherine Deneuve – breaks free of her coddled life, she realizes, just like many other women who discovered feminism in the 1970s, that the personal really is political.
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	LE REFUGE
HIDEAWAY

François Ozon

2009 / 90 min.


	
	In one devastatingly sudden blow, Mousse finds her boyfriend, Louis, dead from a heroin overdose and discovers she is pregnant with his child. Hideaway meditatively explores Mousse’s complex and contradictory emotions, motives, and sexual desires, as she forms a peculiarly close bond with Louis’ gay brother and mourns the loss of the man she deeply loved. 

	DATE
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	UN HOMME QUI CRIE
A SCREAMING MAN
Mahamat-Saleh Haroun
2010 / 92 min.


	
	Adam, a 55-year-old former swimming champion, takes great pride in his work as the pool attendant at a luxury hotel in N’Djamena. His life is upended, however, when his boss tells him that his son will be replacing him as the sole pool attendant. Working on a scale both intimate (a father’s wounded ego) and epic (a nation torn apart by civil war), writer-director Mahamat-Saleh Haroun creates a remarkable portrait of present-day Chad. 

	DATE

	[image: image22.jpg]



	UN PROPHÈTE 
A PROPHET
Jacques Audiard 

2008 / 149 min.


	
	Malik, a 19-year-old French-Arab, enters prison as an uneducated naïf and is thrust into rigidly defined social system rife with corruption, cronyism, and racism. Director Audiard’s intricate study of the bloody rules and rituals behind bars never once glorifies the shocking violence that becomes a rite of passage for Malik. A Prophet instead offers a clear-eyed examination of the ambiguous figure Malik cuts in maneuvering the laws and loyalties of the violent prison world. 
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	WHITE MATERIAL
WHITE MATERIAL
Claire Denis
2008 / 102 min.


	
	Set in an unnamed African country during an unspecified time, White Material centers on Maria Vial, a coffee-plantation owner who is blindly determined to continue her business while civil war rages on around her. White Material unfolds as a fever dream, casting a haunting, enigmatic look at the horrors of colonialism’s legacy in chronicling Maria’s obstinate stance as chaos engulfs the nation. 

	
	ALTERNATIVE LIST

	
	

	DATE
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	35 RHUMS

35 SHOTS OF RUM

Claire Denis

2008 / 100 min.

	
	Films about families and their complications all too often pierce eardrums with shrieks of dysfunction. Amid the din, Claire Denis’s sublime 35 Shots of Rum stands out all the more for its soothing quiet, conveying the easy, frequently nonverbal intimacy between a widowed father and his university-student daughter.

	DATE

	[image: image25.jpg]A




	36 VUES DU PIC SAINT LOUP

AROUND A SMALL MOUNTAIN 

Jacques Rivette

2009 / 84 min.

	
	Master filmmaker Jacques Rivette, now 82, returns to one of his favorite themes—life versus performance—in this elegant work, which begins with a chance encounter on a mountain road. Though it deals with pain and despair, Around a Small Mountain is undeniably a buoyant film, filled with a sense of hope and wonder.
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	AVANT QUE J'OUBLIE

BEFORE I FORGET

Jacques Nolot

2007 / 108 min.

	
	58-year-old Pierre, a prisoner of his past, has a difficult time with loneliness. Pierre shuts himself into his apartment. Sitting on the world's worst-looking leather couch he waits for inspiration, but can't manage to write his next book. In this film, Nolot retains his status as a wistful and wise commentator on the urgency of human communication and interaction, and gives an unflinching rumination on homosexuality, age and desire. 

	DATE
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	L'AVOCAT DE LA TERREUR

TERROR’S ADVOCATE

Barbet Schroeder

2007 / 135 min.

	
	Communist, anti-colonialist, right-wing extremist? What convictions guide the moral mind of Jacques Vergès? From the lawyer's inflammatory and provocative cases to his controversial terrorist links, Barbet Schroeder follows the winding trail left by this 'devil's advocate,' as he forges his unique path in law and politics. 
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	BARBE BLEUE

BLUEBEARD
Catherine Breillat

2008 / 80 min.

	
	Perhaps the greatest feminist provocatrice working in cinema today, Catherine Breillat slyly subverts Charles Perrault’s gruesome 1697 fairy tale about a monstrous aristocrat who marries and murders a series of wives. By inserting semiautobiographical scenes of two sisters in the 1950s who are fascinated with this grisly narrative, Breillat creates a clever framing device to explicate a centuries-old story—and tease out its relevance today. 
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	LA BELLE PERSONNE

THE BEAUTIFUL PERSON

Christophe Honoré

2008 / 88 min.

	
	Loosely based on La Princesse de Clèves, Madame de Lafayette’s 1678 novel about forbidden passions and unrequited love among the aristocracy, Christophe Honoré’s pleasingly tart La Belle Personne plays like a Gallic Gossip Girl. Honoré’s wry look at teenage lust and bad adult behavior, filled with dark love songs by Nick Drake, is a pitch-perfect exercise in mood and style, completely besotted with the beauty of its comely cast.
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	BOARDING GATE

BOARDING GATE

Olivier Assayas

2007 / 106 min.

	
	Director Olivier Assayas has remarked that, with Boarding Gate, he was hoping to make a B movie in English. Far more than an exercise in genre tinkering, Boarding Gate shows Assayas’s unwavering commitment to the feral talents of his lead actress, Asia Argento. Like his 2002 film, Demonlover, Boarding Gate unspools as a high-energy international thriller. 

	DATE
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	C'EST DUR D'êTRE AIMÉ PAR DES CONS

IT’S HARD BEING LOVED BY JERKS

Daniel Leconte

2008 / 105 min.

	
	This important documentary on the freedom of the press, censorship, and the right of religious minorities looks at a crucial 2007 Paris trial. Several Islamic organizations brought charges of racist slander against the French news weekly Charlie Hebdo for reprinting 12 satirical cartoons depicting the prophet Mohammed. Leconte captures cogent, passionate speakers on both sides of the argument, reminding viewers of the absolute necessity of both the right to publish and the right to protest. 
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	LES CHANSONS D'AMOURS

LOVE SONGS

Christophe Honoré

2007 / 95 min.

	
	Frequently hailed as “the second coming of the Nouvelle Vague,” the extremely talented Christophe Honoré shows the influence of Jean-Luc Godard’s minimalist musical, A Woman Is a Woman (1961), and Jacques Demy’s all-sung The Umbrellas of Cherbourg (1964), in this tune-filled movie set in present-day Paris. Ismaël and his live-in girlfriend, Julie, open their relationship to include Ismaël’s coworker Alice. When words won’t suffice for the characters’ surfeit of emotion, they simply break out into song. 

	DATE
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	LE CHANT DES MARIÉES

THE WEDDING SONG

Karin Albou

2007/ 100 min.

	
	In her follow-up to her 2005 debut, Little Jerusalem, Karin Albou reveals herself to be a highly gifted, sensitive chronicler of both the complex lives of young women and religious differences. Set in Nazi-occupied Tunis in 1942, The Wedding Song focuses on the friendship between teenagers Nour, a devout Muslim celebrating her engagement to Khaled, and her neighbor Myriam, a secular Jew living with her widowed mother.
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	CLIENTE

A FRENCH GIGOLO

Josiane Balasko

2007 / 105 min.

	
	As she did in French Twist (1995), writer-director-performer Josiane Balasko brilliantly combines feminism and farce in A French Gigolo, one of the few films from any nation that centers around the sexuality of a middle-aged woman. Consistently funny, A French Gigolo is nonetheless seriously committed to exposing sexual double standards. As the quality of American romantic comedies continues to decline, Balasko’s film stands out all the more for its intelligence and wit.
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	COCO AVANT CHANEL

COCO BEFORE CHANEL
Anne Fontaine

2009 / 110 min.

	
	Anne Fontaine’s thoughtful exploration of the pre-fame life of the world’s greatest fashion designer focuses on Coco Chanel during the Belle Epoque. The film opens in 1893 with a powerfully grim scene of 10-year-old Coco and her sister unceremoniously dumped at an orphanage and ends around World War I, a few years before the Chanel empire is launched. 

	DATE
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	COMME UN JUIF EN FRANCE

BEING JEWISH IN FRANCE

Yves Jeuland

2007 / 185 min. (Part 1, 73 min. – Part2, 112 min.)

	
	Yves Jeuland's sweeping documentary, lushly illustrated with rare photographs, film clips and memorable music, explores the rich and complex history of Jews in France - the first country to grant Jews citizenship. The film investigates the complex relationship that French Jews have had with France and, in turn, the ways in which French society has dealt with its Jewish population over the course of history.
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	LA DANSE: LE BALLET DE L'OPÉRA DE PARIS

LA DANSE: THE PARIS OPERA BALLET
Frederick Wiseman

2009 / 158 min.

	
	Frederick Wiseman’s magnificent La Danse: The Paris Opera Ballet offers a portrait of suppleness and agility—not just that of the dancers’ bodies but also of the august institution of the title. Like all of Wiseman’s documentaries, La Danse forgoes voice-over and identifying intertitles, allowing for spectators’ full immersion into the action within the walls of the Palais Garnier, the 19th-century, neo-Baroque opera house where the company rehearses and performs.
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	ELDORADO

ELDORADO

Bouli Lanners

2008 / 80 min.

	
	Yvan, a gruff, unsuspecting Belgian car dealer, returns home one evening to find his house ransacked by would-be burglar Elie, a skittish young heroin addict.  The two quickly form an unlikely duo and they set out together in Yvan’s vintage Chevrolet to bring Elie back to his parents, encountering an outrageous cast of characters along the way. 
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	ELLE S'APPELLE SABINE

HER NAME IS SABINE

Sandrine Bonnaire

2008 / 85 min.

	
	An intelligent, moving and beautiful portrait of Sabine, a 38-year-old autistic woman, made by her sister, French actress Sandrine Bonnaire. Sabine lives in a home in the Charente region with other young people who have similar mental and emotional illnesses. This very intimate film exposes an inadequate care structure and sends an urgent message to a society that still does not know how to properly care for its citizens with physical and psychological disabilities.
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	ENTRE LES MURS

THE CLASS

Laurent Cantet

2008 / 128 min.

	
	The winner of the 2008 Palme d’Or at Cannes, the film follows a class at a diverse Parisian public junior high school. In an unusual example of art imitating life, the film was based on the best-selling book by real-life teacher François Bégaudeau, who also wrote the screenplay and plays himself in the film. As François attempts to teach the French language to his multi-ethnic students, he offers both the opportunity and the threat of modern cultural assimilation. No one is above reproach in this difficult and important film.
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	L'ÉPINE DANS LE CŒUR

THE THORN IN THE HEART

Michel Gondry

2009 / 86 min.

	
	Best known for stories of whimsical dreamers desperate for love, like Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind (2004), Gondry captures his most compelling protagonist yet, his aunt Suzette. Though the documentary is unquestionably a tribute to this remarkable woman’s career, the director also explores the more treacherous terrain of Suzette’s relationship with her mentally fragile, gay son Jean-Yves, who suffered a breakdown after the death of his father. 

	DATE
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	LA FILLE COUPEE EN DEUX

A GIRL CUT IN TWO

Claude Chabrol

2007 / 110 min.

	
	This colorful new film from popular filmmaker Claude Chabrol follows Gabrielle, a flirtatious television weather reporter who is the object of two men’s affections. Inspired by the 1906 murder of architect Stanford White, the story begins as a playful, sexy triangle but quickly turns darkly, foreboding and dangerous. Chabrol uses black humor to skewer his stubborn and self-absorbed characters. 
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	LA FILLE DE MONACO

THE GIRL FROM MONACO

Anne Fontaine

2008 / 95 min.

	
	Bertrand, a brilliant attorney, arrives in Monaco to defend a 70-year old woman accused of murder. A man of great self-control, he is quite certain he can win the trial. But his life is turned upside down when he meets Audrey, an ambitious and sexy weather girl from the local channel. As in other Anne Fontaine films, location plays a central role - Bertrand’s rigid and neurotic personality stands in sharp contrast to the Mediterranean city known for its exuberance. 

	DATE
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	LA FILLE DU RER

THE GIRL ON THE TRAIN
André Téchiné

2008 / 105 min.

	
	André Téchiné’s provocative film is inspired by true events: the RER D (a Paris commuter line) affair of July 2004, in which a non-Jewish young woman falsely claimed to be the victim of an anti-Semitic attack by six men, whom she identified as Arabs and blacks. Téchiné skillfully observes contemporary French society and politics without ever lecturing. The Girl on the Train provides a prism through which we may begin to understand anti-Semitism, racism, and what it means to declare yourself a victim. 

	DATE
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	LE FILS DE L'EPICIER

THE GROCER'S SON
Eric Guirado

2007 / 96 min.

	
	When his father has a sudden heart attack, it’s up to thirty-year old Antoine, a young man who has distanced himself from his roots, to take over the family business. Leaving behind his dead-end job as a waiter and his tiny apartment in Paris, he grudgingly moves home to Provence, in the south of France, to run a small mobile grocery store. In this subtle, closely-observed film, Eric Guirado has a sharp eye for detail and dialogue.
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	LA FRANCE

LA FRANCE
Serge Bozon

2007 / 102 min.

	
	Serge Bozon’s singular, extraordinary La France, is a drama about the horrors, loneliness, and camaraderie of World War I that intermittently blooms into a delirious musical. Liberty, equality, fraternity: Gaul’s motto is dissected throughout Bozon’s movie, which laments the folly of nationalism. Joining the simple, straightforward title of the film are the songs themselves: “England,” “Italy,” “Germany” and “Poland,” all of which begin with the line “I, the blind girl….” 
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	LA FRONTIÈRE DE L'AUBE 

FRONTIER OF DAWN

Philippe Garrel

2008 / 105 min.

	
	Philippe Garrel, the most melancholy of the post–New Wave masters, introduces a supernatural dea ex machina in Frontier of Dawn, a visually voluptuous, deeply felt film shot in high contrast black-and-white. Philippe’s son Louis plays a photographer named François, involved in a doomed love affair with Carole, an unstable actress. Probing both the exalted highs and the miserable depths of love, Garrel assumes his rightful place among cinema’s greatest romantics. 
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	LA GRAINE ET LE MULET

THE SECRET OF THE GRAIN

Abdellatif Kechiche

2007 / 151 min.

	
	This stunning film takes place in the Southern French city of Sète where Slimane, the patriarch of a large and vivacious North African family, is an elderly dockworker. When his job of many years is suddenly no longer secure, he decides to restore an old boat, and turn it into a floating couscous restaurant. It’s a wildly ambitious project, and the increasingly ailing Slimane will need the help of all of his family members in order to pull it off .
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	L'HEURE D'ÉTÉ

SUMMER HOURS

Olivier Assayas

2008 / 100 min.

	
	After the globe-spanning settings of his last three films, Olivier Assayas returns home for the mournful Summer Hours, examining a bourgeois French family trying to negotiate the past, present, and future. Assayas’s sincere, complex concern about cultural amnesia—the eroding of a nation’s heritage by the demands of the international economy—is rendered so deftly that the theme becomes one of larger, less class-specific importance. 
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	HOME

HOME

Ursula Meier

2007 / 98 min.

	
	Ursula Meier’s assured feature debut, boosted by the expert cinematography of Agnès Godard, boldly investigates the thin line between sanity and madness, the moments when family closeness becomes claustrophobia. Living at the end of an abandoned four-lane highway, Marthe and Michel enjoy a blissful, if highly unconventional, existence with their three children. What begins as a study of idiosyncratic domesticity seamlessly shifts into a portrait of psychological horror—and a cautionary tale about environmental disaster. 
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	IL Y A LONGTEMPS QUE JE T'AIME

I’VE LOVED YOU SO LONG

Philippe Claudel

2008 / 117 min.

	
	The women-in-prison film has a long, glorious and tawdry history. In his helming debut, director-screenwriter Philippe Claudel, a novelist and professor of literature, crafts a solid woman’s picture. Scott Thomas plays Juliette Fontaine, a former physician who’s just completed a 15-year jail sentence for murdering her young son. Her younger sister, literature  professor Léa, takes her in, anxiously trying not to upend the snug comfort of her middle-class clan with this new addition. 
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	LA MOME

LA VIE EN ROSE

Olivier Dahan

2007 / 140 min.

	
	A swirling, impressionistic portrait of an artist who regretted nothing, La vie en Rose stars Marion Cotillard as the legendary French icon Edith Piaf. From the mean streets of the Belleville district of Paris to the dazzling limelight of New York's most famous concert halls, Piaf's life was a constant battle to sing and survive, to live and love. Piaf remains, one of France's immortal icons, her voice one of the indelible signatures of the 20th Century.
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	NE TOUCHEZ PAS LA HACHE

THE DUCHESS OF LANGEAIS

Jacques Rivette

2007 / 137 min.

	
	Ne touchez pas à la hache takes place during the Restoration, a period when the dominant values are hypocrisy, social niceties and appearances. Antoinette de Navarreins, a Parisian coquette and wife of Duke de Langeais, is a product of her society. At a ball, she meets General Armand de Montriveau. He has just returned from Africa and has little interest in Parisian society. The Duchess and the General fall hopelessly in love with each other, but the rules of society and their different personalities will tear them apart. 
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	"L'ORIGINE DE LA TENDRESSE" ET AUTRES CONTES

"L'ORIGINE DE LA TENDRESSE" AND OTHER TALES

Miscellaneous directors

	
	A program of six short films:

Gratte-papier  -  Pen-pusher  [Guillaume Martinez] 2005 / 8 min. In the train a young man and a young woman seating next to each other will be introduced in an unexpected fashion. Ma mère, une histoire d'immigration  -  My Mother, Story of an Immigration  [Felipe Canales] 2005/ 15 min. The story of the director's mother who left Algeria in 1956 to reunite with her husband in Paris.  Une voix, Un vote -  One Voice, One Vote  [Jeanne Paturle & Cécile Rousset] 2007 / 13 min. In the run-up to the 2007 presidential elections, a look at the importance of voting. Le Dernier jour - The Last Day  [Olivier Bourbeillon] 2006 / 12 min. On July the 1st 2005, the 1867 Schneider and Co power hammer N°125 ceased operating at the former smithy of the Brest military harbour. This is the story of the machine and its workers' last working day. L'origine de la tendresse  [Alain-Paul Mallard] 1999 / 32 min. Elise is a quiet, solitary woman who works as a museum attendant. Nothing really happens in her life. And in a life in which nothing happens, no moment is devoid of meaning.
Kitchen  [Alice Winocour] 2004 / 15 min. A woman, her husband and two lobsters. A recipe that turns sour...
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	PANIQUE AU VILLAGE

A TOWN CALLED PANIC
Stéphane Aubier & Vincent Patar

2009 / 75 min.

	
	The giddy, chaotic pace in Stéphane Aubier and Vincent Patar’s first feature, a marvelous fantasia made using meticulously detailed stop-motion animation and a cast of 1,500 plastic-toy figures, never lets up for a second. Seemingly inspired by the manic energy of the Marx brothers and old Warner Bros. cartoons, A Town Called Panic, which originated as a cult-favorite TV show, is ultimately in a class of its own, its playful, nonstop anarchy bound to appeal to children and adults alike. 
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	PARIS

PARIS

Cédric Klapisch

2007 / 130 min.

	
	In Cédric Klapisch’s wistful ensemble film about the City of Light, characters of vastly different backgrounds intersect, providing a sense of the multitudes and complexities contained within one of the world’s greatest metropolises. Regardless of whether you’ve never been to Paris or have visited several times, Klapisch’s stunning compositions of the city will inspire you to book a flight to the French capital right away.
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	PERSEPOLIS

PERSEPOLIS

Vincent Paronnaud & Marjane Satrapi

2007 / 95 min.

	
	Persepolis is the poignant story of a young girl coming of age in Iran during the Islamic Revolution. It is through the eyes of this precocious nine year old, Marjane, that we see a people's hopes dashed as fundamentalists take power. Clever and fearless, she outsmarts the “social guardians”. But fear of the new regime runs deep, and she is sent to school in Vienna. She returns to Iran to be close to her family, only to leave again at 24. Although she loves her country, she realizes that she cannot live there and she moves to France. 
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	PEUR(S) DU NOIR

FEAR(S) OF THE DARK

Miscellaneous directors

2007 / 80 min.

	
	Six leading graphic artists and cartoonists turn their personal terrors into reality in this nightmarish animated anthology. Stylistically connected, the stark black-and-white imagery adds a layer of the surreal to the already disturbing subject matter. As reality crosses over into the unknown, these six interlocking stories bring to life fears of the dark, injections, pursuit and more. Narrated by well-known French comedians, these stories raise goosebumps.
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	LES PLAGES D'AGNES

THE BEACHES OF AGNES

Agnès Varda

2008 / 110 min.

	
	On the eve of her 80th birthday, Agnès Varda, often referred to as “the godmother of the French New Wave,” decided to make the autobiographical The Beaches of Agnes. The film guides us through her extraordinary  55-year career and her relationship with her husband, filmmaker Jacques Demy. Richly illustrating her documentary with clips from her (and Demy’s) films, Varda remains a constant, lively presence, remarking of her on-screen persona, “I’m playing the role of a little old lady, plump and talkative.”
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	RICKY

RICKY

François Ozon

2008 / 90 min.

	
	The titular infant in François Ozon’s breathtaking work of magical realism may be a flying baby, but he’s definitely no angel. Ricky’s wings aren’t white but mottled brown and gray, the color of his council-flat surroundings east of Paris. Liberally adapted from Rose Tremain’s short story “Moth,” the film insightfully examines the strains of parenting, particularly during times of economic hardship.
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	ROMAN DE GARE

ROMAN DE GARE

Claude Lelouch

2007 / 103 min.

	
	Judith Ralitzer is a successful crime novelist in search of inspiration for her next bestseller.  A notorious serial killer escapes from prison. A university professor disappears.  Huguette, a hairdresser, finds herself abandoned on the side of a motorway by her fiancé.  Pierre, a passer-by, offers to help her.  Is there anything to link these apparently unconnected events...? Deceptively layered and intriguingly misleading, Roman de gare is an homage to the French genre of the same name.
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	LE SCAPHANDRE ET LE PAPILLON

THE DIVING BELL AND THE BUTTERFLY

Julian Schnabel

2007 / 112 min.

	
	As the editor of French magazine ELLE, Jean-Dominique Bauby was a key player in Parisian social and cultural circles before suffering a massive stroke at the age of 43. He developed what doctors called a locked-in syndrome: he lost all muscle control, save his left eyelid. Blinking one letter at a time, he composed a book describing his new life. This is the basis of Julian Schnabel's enthralling film in which Jean-Dominique Bauby summons enormous courage, determination and his soaring imagination to escape from his trap. 
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	SÉRAPHINE

SÉRAPHINE

Martin Provost

2008 / 125 min.

	
	As the title character in Martin Provost’s Séraphine, a real-life naïve artist who died in an insane asylum in 1942, Brussels-born Yolande Moreau is unforgettable, courageously forgoing the histrionics usually associated with biopics about the mentally disturbed.  Moreau plays the painter as no one’s fool, and, in several scenes marked by silence, conveys Séraphine’s mental state as utterly inscrutable.
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	LE SILENCE DE LORNA

THE SILENCE OF LORNA
Jean-Pierre Dardenne & Luc Dardenne

2007 / 105 min.

	
	The films of the Dardenne brothers are unrivaled in their realist, deeply humane focus on how those who exist on the margins of society face enormous moral decisions in their struggle for more stable lives in a global economy. Lorna, an Albanian immigrant living in Liege, lives with a heroin addict named Claudy. They have a sham marriage and Lorna dreams of opening up a café with her boyfriend. One day, she decides to execute the gruesome plans of the mobster who arranged their marriage… Lorna, like all of the Dardennes’ protagonists, isn’t a one-dimensional emblem of suffering, but a multifaceted character.
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	LES TEMOINS

THE WITNESSES

André Téchiné

2007 / 112 min.

	
	In André Téchiné’s bold The Witnesses, set in 1984–85, the body is a battleground. The film brilliantly combines the personal and the political, and is one of the rare films about the early years of the AIDS crisis. Beyond gay versus straight, Techiné’s film is equally committed to exploring other opposites: rich vs. poor, male vs. female, Muslim vs. non-Muslim.
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	TWO DAYS IN PARIS

TWO DAYS IN PARIS

Julie Delpy

2007 / 93 min.

	
	Jack is a sharp, neurotic New York designer; his girlfriend Marion is a smart, cagey, French photographer. They've been together in New York for two years and are spending two days in Paris. The trip puts their relationship to the ultimate test. Delpy weaves brilliant humor with a myriad of intellectual, political and psychological musings. She takes the stereotypical French versus American debates further and deeper, playing on both truth and the often total absurdity of this complex relationship.

	DATE

	[image: image67.jpg]



	UN BAISER S'IL VOUS PLAIT

SHALL WE KISS?

Emmanuel Mouret

2007 / 102 min.

	
	It’s only a simple, scientific experiment when longtime best friends Nicolas and Judith decide to see what it’s like to be physically intimate with one another. After all, they’re both in happy, fulfilling relationships with other people, they’ve known each other forever, and they could never fall in love… or could they? Promising young director and star Mouret constructs his film with humor, suspense, and a keen eye for the dreams and self-delusions of his thirty-something protagonists. 
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	UN CONTE DE NOEL

A CHRISTMAS TALE

Arnaud Desplechin

2008 / 152 min.

	
	When it comes to insightful, humorous dissections of family dysfunction, Arnaud Desplechin can’t be matched. Set in Roubaix, a small city in northern France, A Christmas Tale concerns the Vuillard family, a nominally happy clan that is nonetheless torn apart by death, sibling hatred, and the news that the Vuillard  matriarch, Junon, has a rare type of leukemia.
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	UN SECRET

A SECRET

Claude Miller

2007 / 110 min.

	
	A Secret follows the life of a Jewish family in post-World War II Paris. François, the son of Maxime and Tania, is a solitary and imaginative child. One day, he discovers a dark family secret that shatters his life forever: before the war and well before François’s birth, his father Maxime was married to another woman with whom he had a son. When François discovers the truth, the family will be forced to revisit their difficult past.
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	UNE VIEILLE MAITRESSE

THE LAST MISTRESS

Catherine Breillat

2007 / 114 min.

	
	The young and dissolute Ryno de Marigny is betrothed to marry Hermangarde. Their future wedding is on everyone's lips. But some, who wish to prevent the union despite the young couple's mutual love, whisper that the young man will never break off his passionate love affair with Vellini, “a capricious flamenca who can outstare the sun.” With this adaptation of Jules-Amédée Barbey d'Aurevilly's Une vieille maîtresse, Catherine Breillat pursues her career-long interest in the ramifications of female desire. 
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	LE VOYAGE DU BALLON ROUGE

FLIGHT OF THE RED BALLOON

Hou Hsiao-hsien

2007 / 113 min.

	
	A mysterious red balloon affectionately follows Simon, a precocious, wide-eyed seven-year-old boy, around Paris. His mother Suzanne is a puppeteer. Single mother of two, Simon and an older sister, Suzanne went through a bad divorce and is now struggling with her multi-tasking as an artist, mother, and landlord. She decides to hire Song Fang as Simon's nanny. Inspired by Albert Lamorisse's classic 1956 short The Red Balloon, the fluid, unparalleled elegance of Hou's first French-language film finds grace in the simplest details, and gently discovers a Paris previously unseen.
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	WELCOME

WELCOME
Philippe Lioret

2008 / 110 min.

	
	Both a study of a budding friendship and a compassionate look at the perils faced by illegal immigrants, Philippe Lioret’s Welcome centers on Bilal, a 17-year-old Iraqi Kurd who is stuck in Calais, in Northern France, and Simon, a recently divorced swimming teacher. Desperate to join his girlfriend in London, Bilal vows to swim across the English Channel if he has to, setting the stage for his meeting with Simon. Unmistakably a condemnation of xenophobia in France, Welcome also features richly drawn, fully fleshed-out lead characters.

	Support for the Tournées Festival is provided by 
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